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OPPOSE HB3273 – An Act Relative to the Cremation of Pets 

Rep. Nicholas Collins (D) 
Referred to Joint Committee on Public Health 

 
WHAT THIS BILL DOES: 
This bill requires mandatory registration of all non-human cremation services, requires all such service 
providers to keep digital footage with date and time stamp of each cremation for 2 years from the date of the 
cremation, and imposes a fine of no more than $10,000, imprisonment for no more than one year, or both for 
each cremation in violation of the requirements. 
 
WHY YOU SHOULD OPPOSE THIS BILL: 
This bill adds significant incremental expense to providing cremation services that will be passed on to the 
public to address a problem already being addressed today by reputable cremation providers in a much less 
expensive way.  Reputable pet crematoriums currently identify bodies with a metal tag with a unique number 
that stays with the pet through cremation and is returned with the urn if requested to confirm identity.  They 
also offer witnessed cremation by appointment if the owners request to be present for the service.  Requiring 
digital footage and storage for two years will add significant equipment expense and added time to the 
process, resulting in an already expensive final ritual becoming too expense for many pet owners. 
 
We have been unable to find any Massachusetts laws that require human crematoriums to keep a similar 
digital record so this seems to be an overly restrictive and added cost requirement for non-human 
crematoriums.  The bill also does not make exception for group cremations used by cities and shelters.  The 
crematoriums keep these costs low for animal hospitals, cities, and shelters so that the final cost of 
euthanasia and group cremation is affordable. 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Massachusetts Federation of Dog Clubs and Responsible Dog Owners 
John W. Seeley, acgjohn@aol.com, 978-456-8644 
Rebecca Leonard, rebeccacleonard@verizon.net, 508-653-6139 
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Chapter 114 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding the following section:- 
 
Section 52. (a) The department of public health shall establish a mandatory registration program for any 
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person who holds himself or herself out as providing cremation services for non-human animal remains, 
hereinafter referred to as a pet crematorium. No pet crematorium shall provide cremation services without 
first receiving a registration from the department.  
 
(b) A pet crematorium shall maintain digital video footage of each individual animal cremation. Such 
footage shall allow for the clear identification of the animal remains immediately prior to their being subject 
to cremation and include a clear, uninterrupted image of the removal of the remains immediately following 
the cremation. The footage shall include a date and time stamp and must be confidentially maintained by the 
pet crematorium for no less than 2 years from the date of the cremation.  
 
(c) A violation of subsection (b) shall be punishable by a fine of no more than $10,000, imprisonment in the 
house of correction for no more than 1 year, or both such fine and imprisonment. Each cremation in violation 
of subsection (b) shall be considered a separate violation. 


